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Tiéu S

Thiéu Twéng Bui Thé Lan )
Tw Lénh Thuy Quan Luc Chién
VIET NAM CONG HOA

SQ 52/700.453
Sanh thang 11-1932 tai Ha Noi

1954: SVSQ Khoa 4 Cwong Quyét ST Quan Trr Bj Tha
Burc, tdt nghiép cap bac Thiéu Uy- Pai Bbi Trwdng, Tiéu
Poan 1 Thiy Quan Luc Chién

1960: Trung Uy Tham Mwu Trwéng Lién Doan TQLC
1961: 1-6 Pai Uy Tiéu Doan Trwéng Tiéu Doan 4 TQLC
1963: Ban giao chirc vy Tiéu Doan Truwéng Tiéu Doan 4
TQLC cho Pai Uy Lé Hang Minh, du hoc khéa Chi Huy va
Tham MwuTQLC tai can c&r TQLC Quantico, Virginia Hoa
Ky
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1964: Tham Mwu Trwéng L&r Doan TQLC thay thé Thiéu Ta
Tran Van Nhat nham chdrc Tuy Vién Quan Sy tai Phi Luat
Tan.

- Thang cép Thiéu T4

1965: Ngay 1-11, thang cap Trung T4

1966: Thang cap Pai Ta

1971: Tw Lénh Pho kiém Tham Mwu Trwdng Svw Doan
TQLC

1972: Ngay 4-5 Tw Lénh Sw Poan Thiy Quan Luc Chién
thay thé Trung Twéng L& Nguyén Khang nhan chirec vu
Téng Thanh Tra QLVNCH.

- Ngay 28-5 Vinh thang Chuan Twéng nhiém chirc

1973: Vinh thdng Chuan Twéng thuc thy

1975: Dau thang 4 vinh thdng Thiéu Twéng nhiém chirc
1975: Binh Cw tai Houston, Texas va San Jose California

Huy Chwong:

- Pwoc an thwéng nhiéu huy chwong Quan Sy va Dan Sy
cao quy ké ca cac huy chuong ctia BDdng Minh.

- Legion of Merit ( Degree of Commander)




Vai cam nghi vé Thiéu Twéng Tw
Lénh Sw Doan TQLCVN

MX Mai van Tan.
Trong cudi cubc doi :

Chép nhan Iwu vong lam nguoi bai tau,
Lang thang x& ngwoi hwdng chat long nhan.
tho Phan van Thuan

Cudc d&i budng tréi véi ndi wu tw va mbi horn vong quéc, nhin xem
dién tién tinh hinh VN khoéng khdi bui ngui dat nwéc cang ngay di dén
chd tuyét vong,nhan dan 1am than, xa héi bat céng, t& nan khéng con
céach giai quyét. Néu Cong SanVN con cai trj dat nwéc, khéng biét
twong lai di vé dau..
Qua 35 nam, nght Ia| mot thdi qua khi gian khd va nguy hiém, nhwng
cting khong thiéu nét hao hung trong cudc chién xa xwa. Biét bao
chién s da d& xwong mau, trong cudc chién cho tw do,chdng lai lan
séng D4. Bao nguwdi da hy sinh mét phan than thé, hién séng 1& 1éch
ngoai xa hoi & VN. Mac dau théat bai trong cudc chién chdng Cong,
nhwng cdng lao cla cac chién sT QLVNCH khéng phai mé trong long
nhan dan VN. Danh mét phat suy tw dé twéng nhé dén nhivng anh
hung vi quéc vong than. Nhac dén cong lao ciia Sw Poan/TQLC, nhiéu
bai viét d& noi Ién nhivng hao hing va sw hy sinh ctia cac chién si
TQLC. Nhung chwa bai viét nao noéi dén vi Tw Lénh, Thiéu Tuwéng Bui
thé Lan.Nhan doc bai "Ky &rc thang 4, lién quan dén TQLC cta Tién Si
Nguyén tién Hung" tdi mudn nhan co hoi néi 1én cdm nghi vé Thiéu
Twéng Tw LEnh Sw BDoan/TQLCVN.




Ong nhan chirc Tw L&nh Sw Poan sau cung cho dén ngay 30 thang 4
nam 1975. Bat ddu hanh quan Lam son 719, 6ng lam Tw Lénh phé
nhwng thwd'ng xuyén tai vang hanh quan, trong khi Trung Tuwdong Lé
nguyén Khang dwong kiém Tw Lénh nhwng & tai hau cw Salgon Tw
day t6i mudn xac nhan Sw Poan/TQLC bat ddu hanh quan ca Sw
DPoan khéng con tang phai tirng Tiéu DPoan hodc L&r Poan cho cac don
vi B& Binh.Trong tran tai chién chiém cb thanh Quang Trj 6ng chinh
thirc Tw Lénh Sw DPoan/TQLC.

Tran tai chiém Cé thanh Quang Tri, phai néi cudc hanh quan tan
céng quy mé cap Quan doan. Cudc hanh quan nay Ia cudc hanh quan
quan trong vé chinh trj 1an chién lwoc trong quan s&r VNCH, Vi dai nhéat
va cling thanh c¢dng nhat trong hon hai mwoei nam chinh chién chéng
Céng San. Gém cac don vij thién chién nhat nhw Nhay Du, Biét BPong
Quan,TQLC,Thiét giap, trong dé Sw PoanTQLC la nd Iwc chinh tan
coéng vao Cb thanh .Ngoai ra cac phi tuan yém tro Chién lwoc 1an
Chién thuat ciia Khéng Quan Viét Nam va Hoa Ky,Hai Phao,Phao
Binh....51 ngay dém thwdng trc. Cac chién si ngay dém dbi dau voi
Dich, tinh than ludn c&ng thang, gian lao, nguy hiém gianh tirng tat dt
véi Cong San. B6 tham muwu tw cép Quan Boan, Sw Boan, L& boan
ngay dém thuwong tryre theo doi, ph0| hop hoa lwc yem trgr...Cudc
chlen v&i s hy sinh v be bén dé quyét chién thing chiy khong may
man, ho&c phép la nao. Ngay 15 thang 9 ndm 1972 |4 c& Qubc Gia
bay phét phai trén C6 Thanh la ngay dang vinh danh cho cho tat ca
céac chién sT QLVNCH, khéng quén bao chién si da hy sinh va d3 bi
loai ra ngoai vong chién.Trong tran chién gay go, ta khong thé pha
nhan cong lao cta Thiéu Twéng Tw Lénh, ngwdi da sat canh voi tat ca
chién sT Mii Xanh trong nhirng luc hiém nguy cting nhw c6 nhirng
quyét dinh chinh xac dé cé sw chién thang vé vang.

TP3 TQLC T e TaLe



Ghi lai chién tich, xin kém hai cobng dién :
Téng th6ngVNCH :
« Téi tran trong yéu cau Pai Twéng chuyén dén Trung Twéng Tw
Lénh Quan Poan |, Chuan Twéng Bui Thé Lan Tw Lénh Sw Poan
TQLC cung toan thé don vi va chién sT TQLC da danh tan Cong san
xam lwoc ra khdi Thi xa va C6 Thanh Quéang Tri, 1&i ngoi khen néng
nhiét nhat, ddng thoi 161 kham phuc vo bién ctia Téi va toan thé Chinh
Phu hop tai dinh Béc Lap sang hom nay 16 thang 9 nam 1972. B6n
ngay trwde khi duc két chién dich ba thang thira thadng xéng 1én tai
chiém l1anh thé va sau nhirng tuan 1& day hy sinh gian khd, toan thé
cac don vi thudc moi Quan Binh Chiing dia dau gi¢i tuyén da ghi thém
nhirng nét vang son sang chéi vao Quan St hao hung cua Dan tdc.
Muwu dé clia bon Cong San xam lwoc mudn bién Quang Tri thanh mot
Binh Long anh diing, mét Kontum kiéu hdng cla ching, déng thdi bam
lAy mot dia danh tam ly va chanh trj dé Itra bip dw luan da bj toan thé
anh em danh tan ra may khoi.
M6t Ian ntra Téi nhiét liét khen ngoi toan thé anh em da chién thang.
Téi nghiéng minh trwdc trwdc nhivng chién si hy sinh cho dai nghia
Dan t6c.Toi sé dén tham anh em
Ky Tén
Tbng Théng VNCH
Nguyén Vin Thiéu.

Trung Twéng Tw Lénh Quan Doan | & Quan Khu | :

G&i Chuan Twéng Tw Lénh Sw Doan TQLC

T6i da nhin thdy Quéc ky tung bay trén nén tréi Quang tri chi it 1au sau
khi nhirng ban tay kiéu diing ciia anh em kéo I1&n ttr trong C6 Thanh
hém 16 thang 9 nam 1972.T6i mudn thay tai chd chién thang clia anh
em dé ngay tai chién trwdng, tw cdm thay hanh dién dwoc chi huy Sw
DPoan TQLC trong mdt chién dich quy md nhéat cia Quan Péi.

Tw Bén Hai dén Ca Mau,g6t chan nguwdi chién s TQLC da trai qua
bao nhiéu thir thach va chién thang.Nhwng phai néi day la Ian dau tién
Sw Poan phai chién d4au trong hoan canh dac biét, d6i dau véi nhiéu
khoé khan nhét, véi ké thu déng gap boi. Vi thé chién thang Quang Tri,
danh tan Dich quan, gidi phong thi x4, la chién thang I&n nhat, 13y lirng
nhat.

P4u thang 5 ndm 1972, khi Quang Tri mat vao tay Dich, Sw Poan da
trén gitr dwoc tuyén My Chanh va da gép cong dau, cling véi cac don
vi ciia Sw Doan Nhay Du va Sv Poan | BB trong nhiém vu gitr Hué.
Hang trdm ngan dan Trj Thién da phai di tdn vé Nam truédc ap luc cia
Dich, nhwng tai tuyén My Chanh anh em da ngan dworc st tién cla
guan thu.

Nhirng cudc tan kich han ché, sau dé da dwoc t6 chirc trong vung Hai
lang dé danh lai thé chi dong va lting doan cac ké hoach tiép tuc tan
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cong cla gidc. Hanh Quan Séng Than 5 ngay 13 thang 5 tai Hai Lang
va Pa Nghi. Hanh Quan Séng Than 6 ngay 24 thang 5 tai My Thay,
Hanh Quan Soéng than 8 vwot tuyén My Chanh ngay 8 thang 6 da
danh vao dich nhirng don nang va da chuan bj cho cudc phan cong
cla quan ta ngay 28 thang 6 nam 1972 |a ngay chién dich Lam Son 72
bat dau.TQLC va Nhay Du da gay dwoc bat ngd ky tha ngay cho ca
Dich cuing v&i cac Quan Binh Chiing khac va véi mot quan s ban dich
1/4, anh em da day lui dwoc Dich, tiéu diét mot phan 1&n tiém nang
cla chang,va tran chién gay go nhat da khai dién tlr ngay 27 thang 7
nam 1972 khi Sw Poan tiép nhan thi x4 Quang Trj tv Sw Doan Nhay
Du. Chién si TQLC sau 51 ngay tién chiém tirng tat dat, ttrng ngdi nha,
da danh lai toan bd thi xa Quang Tri, diét dwoc trén14.000 tén Dich,
thu 4350 vi khi, huy hay thu 71 khau ph&o, 73 chién xa tinh tlr dau
thang 5/72.
Gidc da dung lwc lwong ctia 4 Sw Doan chi lwc dé gilr thi x4 Quang
Tri, nhitng Sw Poan lirng danh v&i nhirng chién thang & Bac,Trung
Viét va nhat Ia & Pién Bién Pha 304, 312, 325. Sw Poan TQLC da
dwong dau véi ching va nhan nai hon chang, diing cdm hon chang,va
da chién thang chang « ,nhirng anh hung Dién Bién mot thoi »
Chién thang da dwoc xay dwng véi nhiéu xwong mau cda cac chién si,
v&i strc chiu dwng vuwot mire ciia anh em. Nho sy khéo |éo va tai ba
clia Chuan Twéng va cac SQ.
T6i mudn qua thu ndy té long kham phuc cta Téi dbi véi Sw
Poan/TQLC, v&i nhirng hy sinh vo b bén clia cac anh em, va 1ap lai
sw hanh dién chi huy cac anh em trong cudc thi thach I&n nhét, trong
chién dich quy mé nhéat ciia Quan Doi.
T6i yéu cau Chuan Tuéng chuyén 16i ngoi khen cla toi dén tat ca SQ,
HSQ va BS cua Suv Doan.

Trung Twdng Ngb quang Tredng Tw Lénh Quéan Boan | &
Quan Khu |



M6t cach khach quan nhin nhan, luc phai quyét chién tan céng danh
lai thi x4 Quang Tri, ngoai Sw Poan/TQLC khdéng con don vi nao quan
sb day du, tinh than s8n sang hon TQLC.Vi chi cé don vi TQLC , don
vi duy nhét b sung quan sb nhanh nhét va s&n sang nhéat. Ngay ngay
30 thang 4 nam 1975, quan so khoi b sung san sang con hon 1000
nguoi dé bd sung khi can thiét. Diéu nay cling khé chéi bd céng lao
sap xép cua Tw Lénh.

Ngay 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, téi xin ghi lai bién chuyén ngay cubdi cung:

Viing Tau giup tranh dai hoa:

Mot diém lich st quan trong khac la viéc Dai S Martin cwe lwc phan
dbi viéc Washington c6 ké& hoach dwa TQLC M vao Saigon dé di tan
ngudi Hoa Ky. K& hoach ndy hét sirc nguy hiém vi Binh ST My phai
danh nhau v&i QLVNCH dé tim 16i thoat, dan chung sé bj tai hoa
khong tranh khéi. Bai S& Martin da van dong véi Nhay Du va TQLCVN
dé bao dadm ctra bién, mét 16i thoat cho nguwdi My. Ong da trinh bay
v&i Washington ngan can mot cach quyét liét, da co quan thién chién
cua VNCH bao dam an ninh cho cudc di tan ngwdi My tir Saigon,
nhitng don vi don tri tai Viing tau va nhikng diém can thiét dé tau cap
bén

M6t bire dién van gé&i cho Twéng Scowcroft dé ngay 16 thang 4 nhuw
sau:

Néu t6i phai mang nhirng ngudi linh Dd va TQLC nay cung gia dinh
ho di,téi s& l[am nhw vay va tra 16 sau vé viéc nay.Téi chang xin phép
6ng dau dé khoi 1am phién dén toa Bach 6c¢ qua sém.Va 6ng cling
khéng can noi t&i chuyén nay khi tra I&i t6i. Tuy nhién t&i mubn éng
Henry Kissinger va Tong Thong biét chuyén nay.Néu co gi truc trac thi
ong cw tach roi khdi toi va db trat cho t6i hanh ddéng khéng c6 phép
néu 6ng mudn.Nhwng day la cach tét nhat dé rat ra khdi day ma khéng
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phai dung quan ddi My danh nhau véi quan doi Pong minh trwdc day
cua chung ta va sat hai nhan dan VN vé t6i.

Vi Dai S Martin lién lac v&i Thiéu Twéng Tw Lénh khéng qua Tbng
Tham Mwu va Quan Poan 3 nén méi cé nhiéu thj phi la Thiéu Twéng &
Ving Tau khéng vé Long Binh v&i TQLC moi viéc dé Tw Lénh phd, sé
bi phat hodc bi dwa toa an Quan S ....Bay gi® thay diéu d6 oan cho
ong, nhwng cé diéu 6ng gilr im 1ang cho dén gi®, khdng tranh cai hay
ndi cho ai biét d& bién minh hanh déng ctia minh. B&i thé ngay 6ng roi
dao Guam dé di dén trai ty nan US Marine camp Pendleton da dwoc
Pai T4 Mc Cain Tw L&nh TQLC My & Guam dén trai Navy camp
Cunningham va mét toan dan chao dwa tién riéng 6ng mac dau trén
trai c6 ca Tha Twéng Nguyén lwu Vién va mét sé Twéng Lanh khac.
Ngay 6ng r&i camp Pendleton dé di dinh cw, Twéng Tw Lé&nh My & tai
can c&r US Marine camp Pendleton & San Diego va mét trung déi dan
chao tién dwa cling chi déc nhat Twéng Lan c6 mét sb6 nguwdi VN ty
nan tham dw. Khi téi nghe tin ndy tha that khéng hiéu vi sao va tai sao
vi ¢6 nhiéu vi Twéng hon tham nién 1an cap bac dbi véi Twéng Lan,
sao khong ai dwa tién. Bay gid t6i hiéu day |a sy danh dw tra lai cong
dao cho Tw Lénh TQLCVN. Hon nlra cudc chién diing cdm & Xuan
Léc cho thoi gian di tan dwgc thém 10 ngay quy gia. Cai nghich ly la
QLVNCH khéng nhirng da khéng bat con tin ma lai giup nhirng nguoi
Péng Minh ctia VNCH di tdn an toan (theo 1&i Dai s& Martin). Diéu ndy
lam t6i lién twéng dén chwong trinh ra di cGa nhirng tu nhan cai tao
dugc théng qua bdi nhirng cong lao nay mot phan

Nhirng cdm nghi ctia t6i, chac Thiéu Tuéng Tw Lénh khong béng
long,nhwng xin phép Thiéu Twéng do 1a nhirng gi chan that ciia mét
thudc cap suy nght sau khi doc dwoc ky tre thang tw cia Tién Si
Nguyén Tién Hung.Nhwng chac chan t6i khong biét nhiéu, chi ké
nhirng diéu minh hiéu trong kha nang gi&i han vi t6i kh()ng lam viéc ké
can bén canh Thiéu Twéng, nhwng t6i nghi ciing ndi Ién duwoc suy
nghi danh cho mét cap chi huy ¢é nhiéu ham oan va nhirng tiéng thi
phi khéng dich xac va hy vong nhé nhoi nhirng 1&i ndy sé 1a mét chut
gi do an Ui chudi ngay con lai ctia Tw Lénh..

Ngay hém nay ngdi viét lai nhivng dir kién nay dé vinh danh tat ca
quan nhan cac cép trong Sw DoanTQLC nhirng nguoi da hy sinh cling
nhw nhirng ngwoi con song rai rac moi noi cung nhirng nguoi da hy
sinh moét phan than thé cho cudc chién vira qua. Riéng Thiéu Twéng
Tw Lénh ca doi da dem tat ca tam tw va cdng stre cho sw Ién manh
ctia Sw doanTQLC. Chung ta dwong nhién chip nhan khéng ban cai.
Mac dau trong IGc thi hanh nhiém vu, khdng khdi cé nhirng 16i lam lam
phat long mét sb chién hiru, nhwng nhan véo thap toan khéng ai khéng
c6 16i 1am.

DPén bay gio* mbi khi hoi ngd ctia Sw Poan TQLC Ong ciing dén
chung vui vé&i anh em trong tinh huynh dé chi binh néu strc khoé cho



phép. Moi gian khé da qua.moi ngudi bay gi¢ thanh than, nh& nhung
ndi khd cwe, nguy hiém da qua nhw mét niém hanh dién trong ddi cta
mot bién cb lich st chwa bao gi® xay ra cho dan toc VN. Chung ta ty
hiém dé lam gi trong nhirng ngay cudi cudc doi, ai ai cling phai ra di
vinh vién. Chi bang gap nhau vui v&, hdi tham sirc khoé nhau, bui ngui
cho nhirng nguwoi ra di sm, noi nhirng 1&i dep dé cho nhau.That ra
chung ta c& ¢ chap nguwoi dau khd chinh 1a ching ta.

May trdng van la may trang c,
Tr&i xanh dau khac troi xwa.
Giéng sau ap G long thwong nhé'.
Po6i canh chim bang tat dau thwa
tho Nguyén sy Té

MX Mai Van Tan
Indiana cudi xuan 2010.

Nguén: http://daubinhlua.blogspot.com.au/2012/05/thieu-tuong-bui-lan-
tu-lenh-thuy-quan.html
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Twéng Bui Thé Lan:
Mot Anh Tai Quan Sw cud Viét Nam

vira dwoc vinh danh tai Hoa Ky

Khanh Van téng hop

Thiéu Twé'ng Bui Thé Lan nam 2010
(dnh cua NgyThanh/TB)

Tin tir Hoa Thanh B6n (WASHINGTON, theo Vietbao.com). Ngay 10 thang 3
ndm 2010. Twdng Bui Thé Lan vira dugc Téng Thong Hoa Ky trao tang Huan
Chuong Legion of Merit (Degree of Commander) qua mét van ban ky bdi Bo
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Trudng Bé Qudc Phong Hoa Ky Robert M. Gates.
Ban van viét bang Anh ngit, ghi la trao ting huan chwong nay cho:

“Thiéu Twé'ng Bui Thé Lan, Thay Quan Luc Chién Viét Nam,

Do tai 1anh dao dwoc dic biét ca ngei trong khi thi hanh xuat sac nhiém vu
tlr ngay 30 thang 3-1972 dén ngay 16 thang 9 nam 1972 khi lién tuc dam
trach chirc vu Tu Lénh Phé va ké tiép la Tw Lénh TQLC Viét Nam.

Thoi gian nay mang tinh cach quyét dinh cho cudc chién ddu mat con cla
Viét Nam Coéng Hoa, gy ra b&i cac cudc tién chiém 6 at cla nhiéu sw doan
chinh quy quan doi Bac Viét tran qua khu phi quan sw, Chuan Tudng Lan da
gitt vai tro chl yéu trong nhitng chién thang vé vang cla Thuy Quéan Luc
Chién Viét Nam Cong Hoa ma dinh cao la gidi tod hoan toan thi xa Quang Tri.

Nho tai chi huy 16i lac, kinh nghiém chién trwdng va long diing cam vuot bac
khi d6i dau véi mot dich quan thién chién, Chuan Tuéng Lan d3 tao cho toan
thé quan si Thuy Quan Luc Chién thém nhitng c6 gang qua cam trong no luc

d4ay hao hung va chién thdng duwoc mot ké thu kién cwdng.

Thanh tich gwong mau cla dng d3 tao duoc danh tiéng cho ca nhan éng,
cling nhu cho toan thé Quan Luc Viét Nam Céng Hoa.

Huan chuwong nay dinh kém Bi€u Chwong Chién Cong Xuat Sac.

Ngudn: http://www.vietbao.com/?ppid=45&pid=45&nid=141864

Gioi Thiéu vé Huan Chuwong Legion

Huan Chwong Bac Dau Boi Tinh vé Chi Huy
(Legion of Merit - Commander)

12



Huy Chuong Legion

Huan chuong Bac Dau Boi Tinh vé Chi Huy ( Legion of Merit / Degree of
commander) duoc trao ting dé tuyén duong cong trang vé nhitng déng gép xuat sac
trong quan ddi. Theo diéu 672-7 cua Quan Luat/ Luc Quan Hoa Ky. Huan chuong ndy cé
bén bac; (1) Danh cho cap chi huy trwdng cud quan déi hay quéc gia ( chief commander/
chief of state), (2) Danh cho cap tudng chi huy su doan (commander), (3) Danh cho si
quan cap ta (officer), (4) Danh cho si quan nhwng khac mau cua huy chuong ( legionair)....

Khanh Van
dich theo www.gruntsmilitary.com

Legion of Merit

1. Description: The degrees of the Legion of Merit are as depicted below with
description and components for each:

CHIEF COMMANDER
a. Chief Commander:

(1) Description: On a wreath of Green laurel joined at the bottom by a
Gold bow-knot (rosette), a domed five-pointed White star bordered Crimson,
points reversed with v-shaped extremities tipped with a Gold ball. In the center,
a Blue disk encircled by Gold clouds, with 13 White stars arranged in the pattern
that appears on the United States Coat of Arms. Between each point, within the
wreath are crossed arrows pointing outwards. The overall width is 2 15/16
inches. The words "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" are engraved in the center of
the reverse. A miniature of the decoration in Gold on a horizontal Gold bar is
worn on the service ribbon.

(2) Components: Decoration breast badge, MIL-D-3943/12, NSN for
complete decoration set is 8455-00-269-5752; NSN for individual decoration set
is 8455-00-246-3821. The specification for the service ribbon is MIL-R-
11589/80 and the NSN is 8455-00-252-9925. The lapel button is MIL-L-
11484/10-1, NSN is 8455-00-253-0813.

COMMANDER
b. Commander:

(1) Description: On a wreath of Green laurel joined at the bottom by a
Gold bow-knot (rosette), a five-pointed White star bordered Crimson, points
reversed with v-shaped extremities tipped with a Gold ball. In the center, a Blue
disk encircled by Gold clouds, with 13 White stars arranged in the pattern that
appears on the United States Coat of Arms. Between each star point, within the
wreath are crossed arrows pointing outwards. The overall width is 2 1/4 inches.
A Gold laurel wreath in the v-shaped angle at the top connects an oval
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suspension ring to the neck ribbon that is 1 15/16 inches in width. The reverse
of the five-pointed star is enameled in White, and the border is Crimson. In the
center, a disk for engraving the name of the recipient surrounded by the words
"ANNUIT COEPTIS MDCCLXXXII." An outer scroll contains the words "UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA." The service ribbon is the same as the ribbon for the
degree of Commander, except the ribbon attachment is Silver.

(2) Components: The decoration set for degree of Commander consists of
the decoration, service ribbon and lapel button and is NSN 8455-00-269-5753.
Individual components are the decoration, MIL-D-3943/14, NSN 8455-00-246-
3819; the service ribbon, MIL-R-11589/80, NSN 8455-00-252-9928; and the
lapel button, MIL-L-11484/10-2, NSN 8455-00-253-0814. The neck ribbon for
the degree of Commander is 1 15/16 inches wide and consists of the following
stripes: 1/16 inch White 67101; center 1 13/16 inches Crimson 67112; and
1/16 inch White.

OFFICER
c. Officer:

(1) Description: The design is the same as the degree of Commander
except overall width is 1 7/8 inches and the pendant has a suspension ring
instead of the wreath for attaching the ribbon. A Gold replica of the medal, 3/4
inch wide, is centered on the suspension ribbon.

(2) Components. The decoration set for degree of Officer consists of the
decoration, service ribbon and lapel button and is NSN 8455-00-269-5754.
Individual components are the regular size decoration, MIL-D-3943/13, NSN
8455-00-246-3823; the service ribbon, MIL-R-11589/80, NSN 8455-00-252-
9936; and the lapel button, MIL-L-11484/10-3, NSN 8455-00-257-4307. The
miniature decoration, MIL-D-3943/13, is not part of the set but is stocked
separately, NSN 8455-00-996-5010.

LEGIONNAIRE AND LEGION OF MERIT
d. Legionnaire/Legion of Merit:

(1) Description: The design is the same as the degree of Officer, except
the suspension ribbon does not have the medal replica.

(2) Components: The decoration set for degree of Legionnaire and the
Legion of Merit issued to U.S. personnel consists of the decoration, service
ribbon and lapel button and is NSN 8455-00-262-3469. Individual components
are the regular size decoration, MIL-D-3943/13, NSN 8455-00-246-3832; the
service ribbon, MIL-R-11589/80, NSN 8455-00-252-9932; and the lapel button,
MIL-L-11484/10-4, NSN 8455-00-257-4306. The miniature decoration, MIL-D-
3943/13, is not part of the set but is stocked separately, NSN 8455-00-996-
50009.

2. Ribbon: The ribbon for the decorations is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of
the following stripes: 1/16 inch White 67101; center 1 1/4 inches Crimson
67112; and 1/16 inch White.
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3. Criteria: a. The degrees of Chief Commander, Commander, Officer, and
Legionnaire are awarded only to members of armed forces of foreign nations
under the criteria outlined in Army Regulation 672-7 and is based on the
relative rank or position of the recipient as follows:

(1) Chief Commander - Chief of State or Head of Government.

(2) Commander - Equivalent of an U.S. military Chief of Staff or higher
position but not to Chief of State.

(3) Officer - General of Flag Officer below the equivalent of a U.S. military
Chief of Staff; Colonel or equivalent rank for service in assignments equivalent
to those normally held by a General or Flag Officer in U.S. military service; or
Military Attaches.

(4) Legionnaire - All recipients not included above.

b. The Legion of Merit is awarded to all members of the Armed Forces of the
United States without reference to degree for exceptionally meritorious conduct
in the performance of outstanding services and achievements. The performance
must have been such as to merit recognition of key individuals for service
rendered in a clearly exceptional manner. Performance of duties normal to the
grade, branch, specialty or assignment, and experience of an individual is not an
adequate basis for this award. For service not related to actual war the term
"key individual" applies to a narrower range of positions than in time of war and
requires evidence of significant achievement. In peacetime, service should be in
the nature of a special requirement or of an extremely difficult duty performed
in an unprecedented and clearly exceptional manner. However, justification of
the award may accrue by virtue of exceptionally meritorious service in a
succession of important positions.

4. Background: a. Although recommendations for creation of a Meritorious
Service Medal were initiated as early as September 1937, no formal action was
taken toward approval. In a letter to the Quartermaster General (QMG) dated
24 December 1941, The Adjutant General formally requested action be initiated
to create a Meritorious Service Medal and provide designs in the event the
decoration was established. Proposed designs prepared by Bailey, Banks, and
Biddle and the Office of the Quartermaster General were provided to Assistant
Chief of Staff G1 (Colonel Heard) by the QMG on 5 January 1942. The Assistant
Chief of Staff G1 (BG Hilldring) in a response to the QMG on 3 April 1942,
indicated the Secretary of War approved the design recommended by the QMG
and directed action be taken to assure the design of the Legion of Merit (change
of name) be ready for issue immediately after legislation authorizing it was
enacted into law.

b. An Act of Congress (Public Law 671 - 77t Congress, Chapter 508, 2d
Session) on 20 July 1942, established the Legion of Merit and provided that the
medal "shall have suitable appurtenances and devices and not more than four
degrees, and which the President, under such rules and regulations as he shall
prescribe, may award to (a) personnel of the Armed Forces of the United States
and of the Government of the Commonwealth Philippines and (b) personnel of
the armed forces of friendly foreign nations who, since the proclamation of an
emergency by the President on 8 September 1939, shall have distinguished
themselves by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services". The medal was announced in War Department Bulletin
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No. 40 dated 5 August 1942. Executive Order 9260, dated 29 October 1942, by
President Roosevelt, established the rules for the Legion of Merit and required
the President's approval for award. However, in 1943, at the request of General
George C. Marshall, approval authority for U.S. personnel was delegated to the
War Department. Executive Order 10600, dated 15 March 1955, by President
Eisenhower, revised approval authority. Current provisions are contained in Title
10, United States Code 1121.

c. The reverse of the medal has the motto taken from the Great Seal of the
United States "ANNUIT COEPTIS" (He [God] Has Favored Our Undertakings) and
the date "MDCCLXXXII" (1782) which is the date of America's first decoration,
the Badge of Military Merit, now known as the Purple Heart. The ribbon design
also follows the pattern of the Purple Heart ribbon.

d. The Legion of Merit was the first American decoration awarded to citizens
of other nations. Awardees included:

(1) Chief Commander - China's Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek was a first
recipient.

(2) Commander - Brazil's Brigadier General Amaro Soares Bittencourt was
first to receive this or any of the degrees.

(3) Officer - first to receive the Officer degree were Colonel Johanes K.
Meijer of the Royal Netherlands Army, Major Herbert J. Thompson of the British
Army, and Major Stephan M. Dobrowalski of the Polish Army.

(4) Legionnaire/Legion of Merit - First award to Lieutenant Anna A.
Bernatitus, heroic Navy Nurse who served at Bataan and Corregidor.

(5) At the beginning of the North African Campaign, General Lyman L.
Lemnitzer accompanied General Mark Clark by submarine to North Africa. Upon
arrival, about 60 officers were awarded the Legion of Merit and were among the
first awarded the medal. By some misunderstanding as to the rules governing
the awards, these 60 American Officers were awarded the degree of Officer.
According to General Lemnitzer, President Roosevelt was annoyed, however, he
did not rescind the awards. Accordingly, these were the only American Officers
awarded the Legion of Merit with a degree.

e. Order of precedence and wear of decorations is contained in Army
Regulation 670-1. Policy for awards, approving authority, supply, and issue of
decorations is contained in Army Regulation 600-8-22.

Source: http://www.gruntsmilitary.com/lom.shtml

Khanh Van téng hop

www.vietnamvanhien.net
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Twéng Bui Thé Lan
Tdm Sw Cop Bién

}

3 ‘ P i
geo0 B the Lan

Sau khi nhan chtic Tu Lénh Su Poan Thity quan Luc chién, ngay 5 thang 4 nam 1972,
duoc vai thang thi toi duoc chi thi Trung Uong soan thao ké hoach cung cac don vi
Nhay Du va By Binh dia phuwong dé tai chiém Quang Tri bang moi gia. Luc do tat ca
déu do Trung tuéng Ngo Quang Truong, Tu Lénh Quan Poan 1 chi huy. Ching toi
duoc 1énh tham chién toan bd Su Poan TQLC g@)m 3 L& Doan nong cbt 147,258 va
369.

Cudc hanh quan dugc khai sy vao cudi thang 6 ndm 1972 va Thiy Quan Luc Chién di
tir Qudc 16 1 ra bd bién hang ngang danh tién ra Quang Tri. T6i chi thi cho Dai ta Bao,
L{r doan Trudng Lt Poan 147 va Pai t4 Dinh, L& doan truéng L Poan 258 cho rai
quan hang ngang tir Qudc 16 1 cho dén ven bd bién va hanh quan tién vé hudng Bic.
Khu vyc tir Qudc 16 1 tién vao ndi thude ving trach nhiém ciia Su Poan Nhay Du. Dong
thoi toi chi thi cho Pai td Luong, Lit doan trudng 369 dong lai @ My Chanh dé trir bi.
Cudc hanh quén tai chiém Quang Tri that gay go va lam thiét hai ciing nhu bi thwong rat
nhiéu cho anh em mang ciing mau 4o véi toi, d6 1a diéu 1am t6i vo ciing dau xot, nhat 1a
vi t61 khong ngo da phai danh d6i mot gia qua cao nhu vdy. Sang 16 thang 9 nam 1972,
anh em chung t61 vao duoc C6 thanh Quang Tri. Va cd vang ba soc do cia VNCH duoc
tung bay trén cot cd Quang Tri sau mot thoi gian ving bong. Va cong viéc ma toi phai
chu toan gip trong thoi gian d6 1a van dé bd sung quéan sb cho cac don vi truc thude. Vi
s6 tir thuong kha cao nén toi phai xoay so 1dm méi xong viéc bd sung cho Su Poan.
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Pau thang 2 nam 1975, t61 duoc 1énh thanh 1ap thém mot L doan nira, d6 1a Lir doan
468 gdm 3 tiéu doan 14, 16 va 18. Téi chi thi cho Pai ta Dinh vé Sai gon dé lo van dé
thanh 1ap Lir doan 468. Dén cudi thang 2/75 thi Lit doan 468 di duoc thanh 14p xong va
duogc biét phai ngay cho Quan doan 3 hanh quan ving Long An va Hau Nghia. Tat ca ba
Lir doan 147, 258 va 369 ¢ lai dong giit Quang Tri cho dén ngay 12 thang 3 nam 75 thi
t61 duoc 1énh cta Trung tuéng Ngd Quang Truong cho rat Thuy Quan Luc Chién tir
Quang Trj vao Da Néng thay cho Su doan Nhay Du duoc 1énh vé Sai gon.

Trung twéng Trudng ra 1énh cho t0i chi dua vé Da Ning 2 Lit doan 147 va 258 thoi.
Con Lir doan 369 dugc tang phai cho Trung twéng Lam Quang Thi 1a Tu 1énh tién
phuong tai Hué. Ngay 15 thang 3 nam 75, Lt doan 468 dugc khong van tir Sai gon ra
Pa Nang.

Ngay 17 thang 3 nam 75, Lit doan 147, 258 va 468 cia TQLC da ban giao nhan khu vuc
trach nhiém bao vé vong dai Pa Néng tir déo Hai Van tré vao do Su Poan Nhay Du
giao lai. Riéng Lir doan 369 thi duoc dua vao Hué dudi quyén chi huy ctia Tuéng Thi
ké tir ngay 15 thang 3 nam 75. Hang ngay t6i van bay ra thim céc don vi ctia t6i & Hué
theo hé thong hang ngang. Vi cic don vi ctia Su doan Thity Quan Lyc Chién thude
thanh phan Tong trir bi nén khi da biét phai cho cac ving thi dugce dat truc tiép chi huy
hé théng doc cua cac vi Tu Lénh Quéan Poan, con toi chi o quyén tham h?i, gitp do
anh em thudc cap theo hé thong ngang thoi chd khong co quyén gi hon.

Chiéu 23 thang 3 ndm 75, ltc 5 gio, t6i dang bay di thim cac don vi & Pa Néng thi duoc
lénh vé gip Trung tuéng Truong & Bo Tu 1énh Quan doan 1. Toi dap may bay ¢ san Bo
Tu Lénh Quéan doan 1 di bo vao thi gidp Chudn tuéng Lé van Diém, Tu Lénh Su doan 1/
B0 Binh di ra v6i vé mit budn ba. Toi chao héi Chuan tudng Bi‘ém. Va t6i ndi rang
"Diém oi rang lo di, tinh hinh bay gio' ¢ dau cting kho khan ca. " Chuén tuéng Diém chi
lic ddu budn ba tam biét toi va khong ndi mot 1oi nao ca. T61 vao van phong gép ngay
Trung tuéng Trudng va Trung tuéng Trudng ndi voi t6i rang: "Toi d cho 1énh bo Hué

r0i." Nghe tin nhu sét danh, t6i hoi ngay Trung tudng Truong: "Khi ndo minh s& rt?"
Trung tudng Truong véi doi mat budn ba nhu mot bac si co tai nhin dira con than yéu
ctia minh sdp bi chét, minh du kha ning chira tri ctru séng n6, nhung hai tay bi troi de
chi dtg nhin ma thoi. That dau st biét bao! Va Trung tuéng Truéng chi tra 151 trong
nghen ngao ding hai chir: "DBém nay".

T6i thong cam Trung tudng Trudng hon ai hét nén danh tir gid trd vé hau ct lién lac
ngay Pai ta Tri, Tu 1énh pho Su Poan Thuy Quan Luc Chién, luc d6 dang dai dién t6i &
canh BO Tu Lénh Tién Phuong ¢ Hué dudi quyén Trung tuéng Thi. Toi hoi Dai ta Tri
c6 nhan dugc 1€nh khong, Pai t4 Tri trd 101: "T61 da nhan Iénh rat quan vé Pa Nang".
Va t6i ¢6 hoi ké hoach rat quan nhu thé nao thi dugc biét 1a "rat theo duong bién, di doc
theo sat bd bién va s& ¢ tau dén don".

Luc bay gio B6 Chi Huy cua Lir doan 369 dang ¢ tai can cir Tan My ¢ cira Thuén An,
Hué. Con céac don vi thi 2 tiéu doan dang 6 An Lo va mot tiéu doan dang & Bic quan
Huong Dién va Nam My Chanh, Hué.

Theo ké hoach dy tru, nhu d3 néi, toi duoc biét 1a sé rat quan theo duong bién, nghia la
tat ca cac don vi cua toi va ciia Su Poan 1 Bo Binh ctia Chuén tudéng Diém sé ra cira

Thuédn An va s€ co6 tau Hai Quan va LCU Quan van vao don. Nhung vi 1€nh rut lui qua
nhanh, qua dot ngdt, nén cac don vi khong chu toan dugc, khong thi hanh diung theo ké
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hoach rat quan. Do d6, cac don vi cua Lir doan 369 da rut theo phuong tién tu tic. Mot
s6 rit theo duong bd doc Quéc 16 1 vao Pa Nang, bi Viét cong phuc kich chan danh
thiét hai rat nang. Mot s6 theo Dai ta Luong di bo doc theo bo bién di vé phia Nam,
duoc mot sb tau Hai quan va LCU vao don. DPai td Luong, Lir doan truéng 369 bi
thwong & chan trong lic cb ging dua cac anh em ra LCU dang 1énh bénh ngoai bién.
bai ta Tri, Tu 1énh Pho Su doan TQLC theo mot LCU cua Hai quan vé Pa Ning. Téng
két bi tham 14 chi mot sé nho anh em TQLC thoat hiém bang dudng bd va duong thuay,
con bao nhiéu bi tir thwong hay bi ket lai Hué. Sb phan anh em ruat theo duong bién con
bi tham hon: Rut quan doc theo bd bién véi trén 110 cay s tir Hué vao Pa Néng thi anh
em TQLC c6 thé di bd duoc, nhung khi dén ngang Pha Tam Giang 6 cura Tu Hién thi c6
con song chin ngang 74 rong, ma bén kia song thi VC da chiém roi. Nén anh em TQLC
ciing nhu Bo Binh Su doan 1 16 sang rat kho khin. Va néu c6 16i sang thi ciing bi VC
bén kia song bat hét. Tom lai ké hoach rat quan cta cac don vi & Hué, déu khong duoc
thi hanh vi khong c6 phuong tién va 1énh rat ban ra qué nhanh, khong du thi gio chuan
bi rt quan. V& Pa Néng, Pai td Luong dugc t6i dua vao bénh vién TQLC chira tri vi
vét thuong & chan kha ning.

Chiéu 29 thang 3 ndm 75, t6i dugc 1énh bay sang hop voi Trung tuéng Ngd Quang
Trudng tai B Tu 1énh Hai quan vung 1 Duyén Hai. T61 vao van phong cua Do DPéc Ho
van Ky Thoai va gip Trung tuéng Trudng, Trung tudng Thi va D6 Pdc Thoai.

Tam gio toi ngay 29 thang 3 ndm 75, Trung tuéng Trudng ngdi & ban gidy cua vin
phong D6 Déc Thoai goi dién thoai vé Sai gon ndi chuyén. Chung t61 ngdi & Sa long
cho doi. Toi khong nghe duoc nhitng 161 d6i thoai giita Trung tuong Truong voi TT
Thiéu va Dai tuong Cao Van Vién. Nhung it phut sau, nhin thiy d6i mat d6 ngau, khudn
mit budn ba va nhiing 16i dbi thoai vén tit ciia tuéng Trudng, t6i ciing doan dugc mot
phan nao nhiing viéc chang lanh sap dén cho anh em chung t6i. Roi dién thoai, Trung
tuc’mg Trudng tién vé phia chung t6i. Vi vé mit budn tham, giong néi nghen ngao ong

6i: "Lénh bo Pa Néng." Chung toi dimg lang ngudi nhu bi sét ¢anh. Sudt cude doi
b1nh nghiép toi chua bao gid duge nghe mot ménh 1énh 1am té diéng nhu thé. Toi khong
ngan ngai hoi lai Tudng Truong: "Thua Trung tuéng minh phai bo Ba Néng?" Tuéng
Trudng tra 1oi: "Pang thé". Va 6ng ling 18 khong noi thém mot 10i.

Muoi phut sau khi Trung tudng Trudng ban hanh 1énh bé Pa Néang cho anh em chung
toi thi VC phéo kich ngay vao Trung Tam Hanh quan ctia BTL/HQ/VIZH, tring ngay
sau vin phong ciia P6 Poc Thoai, chd ching toi dang ngdi. Pan phao kich nhu mua,
cang liic cang gia ting, roi cing khip can ct... Dén 9 gid téi, Chudn tuéng Hinh, Tu
Lénh Su Poan 3 B Binh dap tryc thang vao gap Trung tudng Trudng va sau khi nhan
chi thi, Chuan tuéng Hinh da bay vé hau cir. Sau d6 Trung tuéng Thi ciing bay ra chién
ham My, vi da hét nhiém vu. Khoang 9 gio 45 Trung tuéng Trudng ra may bay truc
thing riéng dé vé lai B6 Tu Lénh Quéan Poan 1. Nhung may bay da bi dan phao kich hu
khong sir dung dugc. Toi bén dé nghi Trung tuéng Trudng lay may bay riéng cia toi thi
cling bi hu vi dan phéo kich ludn.

Sau do, Trung tuéng Truong tro vao lai van phong D6 DPébc Thoai. Toi va D6 Pdc Thoai
thi lién lac cac chién ham dé tim cach di chuyén anh em Thuy quan Luc chién. Dén 10
gi0 15 phut thi Pai ta Phudce, Khong doan trudng Khong doan 63 1ai mdt truc thang loai
tai thuong dap xudng sin cd B6 Tu Lénh Ving 1 Duyén Hai, va vao gip Trung tuéng
Trudng xin chi thi. Sau d6 t6i di tién dua Trung tudng Trudng ra chiée truc thing nay
dé dua Trung tudng vé Bo Tu Lénh QD1. Con phan toi, t6i tro lai van phong ciia Do
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Déc Thoai lo phdi hop giai quyét van dé phuong tién rat quan cho cac don vi truc thude
Quan boan 1 va TQLC.

Tinh hinh cang lac cang trim trong. Viét Cong phao vao phi trudng Pa Ning va B Tu
Lénh Quan Poan 16 thanh phd Pa Ning. Cac chién ham va tau bé da roi khoi can cir
ciia BTL/HQ/VIZH va CCYT/TV/PN. Phong hanh quén bi tring phéo hu hai. D6 Dbc
Thoai va t61 khong con mdt phuong ti€n nao trong tay nira. Nén chung t6i phai di bo
quanh sau cac mom d4 doc theo bd bién ra sau bii trude Hon Son Cha. Va may khi dé
c6 mot ghe Hai quan di ngang gan d6. D6 Ddc Thoai da cho 1énh goi chiéc ghe d6 vao
thi duoc biét d6 1a ghe ctia Hai quan do Thiéu ta Hy chi huy. Khi Thiéu t4 Hy nghe no6i
trén bd c6 D6 Pbe Thoai, nén da la 16n réng, "Néu c6 D6 Dbc Thoai & trong bo thi xin
D6 Déc hiy Ién tiéng cho t6i nhan ra tiéng thi t6i m&i vao". Bo Pdc Thoai phai rang hét
minh la 16n vi troi toi, gié thoi manh, song to, bién kha dong, nén rat kho nghe, hon nira,
ching t6i & cach xa ghe gan nira cdy sd.

D6 Pbc Thoai noi 16n: "Toi 1a D6 Ddc Thoai day! Anh em vao don toi v6i." Sau do,
Thiéu ta Hy, ngu(‘)’i da tirng lam don vi tru:("mg nhiéu nim dudi quyén D6 Pdc Thoai da
nhan ra dung giong quen thugc cua ngudi anh ca da chi huy ong ta trong thoi gian qua,
bén cho ghe Yabuta vao sat dé don D6 Dbc Thoai va toi, cing mot s6 anh em Hai quan
di theo chung t6i, chd thang ra cap HQ 802 ciia Hai Quan Trung td V& Cong lam Ham
Truong. Lén tiu ndy ching toi da thdy c6 Chuan tuéng Hinh, Tu Lénh SD3/BB ¢ d6.
Ké dén, t6i lai gip ngay Pai ta Qué, TTM/SB/TQLC ciing c6 & day.

Ngay sau do, toi nhd hé thong truyén tin Hai quan cta chién ham dé lién lac cac don vi
¢ trong bo. Trong lac d6 anh em TQLC dugc chia lam hai nhom. Mot nhém & ngay
Tién Sa gan khu vuc ciia B6 Tu Lénh HQ/VIZH. Va mot nhom 6 cin ¢t Non Nudc, do
Dai T4 Tri Tu 1énh Phé SD/TQLC chi huy. Chung toi da dugc mot sé chién ham cua
Hai quan vao gan bai ti cia Non Nudc dé vot anh em TQLC rat nhiéu. Va chi c6 mot
vai chién ham loai d6 bd nhu HQ 404, HQ 801 hay HQ 802 méi c6 thé vao gan dugc.
Con céc chién ham khéc thi chi & ngoai va anh em TQLC chi c6 cach dung ghe tau nho
di ra chtr khong c6 céch gi di ra tau vi qua xa.

Sang 30 thang 3/75, HQ404 dugc 1énh vao gan cach bo 5 hai Iy dé vot tudng Trudng,
nhung khong vao thém. Cudi cung, to1 nghe Dai ta Tri thuat lai 1a vi Ham Truong da
cho tau tha troi tir tir vao mic dau 1énh Sai gon 14 & cach xa bo 5 hai ly. Tau tién vao
gan ké sat bo, chi cach bo chua dwoc 1 hai Iy. Nén HQ 404 da vét duoc tudng Trudng
va dong dao anh em TQLC, trong d6 c6 ca Pai ta Tri, tr trong bo 161 ra. Khi anh em
TQLC Ién tau xong, Tong tham muu ra 1énh cho TQLC vé Saigon chinh trang, b sung.
Nhung trén duong vé thi ngay 1 thang 4 nam 75, t61 dugc 1énh TTM do phuong tién
truyén tin Hai quan chuyén lai 13 cho d6 b TQLC xubng Cam Ranh dé chinh trang.
Chung t6i phai xudng ¢ bai ti Cam Ranh. Pén ngay 3 thang 4, TTM chi thi cho HQ 802
ché TQLC vé Viing Tau.

Chung t61 dong quan tai Bai Sau, Viing Tau, trong cén cr dudng quan. T6i cho 1énh céc
vi Lir doan truong chinh dén hang ngil, va trang bi lai cho cac don vi. Ngay 6 thang 4,
to1 dugc 1énh TTM cho biét phéi 2 Lit doan 147 va 258 cho Quan doan 3 do Trung
tuéng Toan chi huy, trach nhiém hanh quan ving Long Thanh va phia Bic phi truong
Bién Hoa. Liic d6 LB/258 do Trung ta Tong chi huy. Riéng Lir doan 468 thi ¢ tai Viing
Tau dé bd sung va trang bj.
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Sang 29 thang 4, t61 lién lac v6i cac don vi TQLC tang phai cho QD3 thi dugc biét tinh
hinh rit ning ne cac don vi VC tin cong manh, co xe ting yém tro. Dén 10 gid ngay 29
thang 4 t6i mat lién lac han voi 2 Lit doan 147 va 258.

Lé Ba Chu ghi thudt
Lich Str Ngan Ngwoi Viét

Nguén: http://www.generalhieu.com

Tu'dng Bui Thé Lan,
Cudc D6 BO TQLC O Hai Lang Hé 1972

Tudng Bui Thé Lan va Su doan Thiy quan Luc chién VNCH & phong tuyén by Nam
My Chanh, quan Hai Lang, tinh Quang Tri, He 1972.

Trong loat bai “Chién truong Viét Nam, 30 nim nhin lai”, trong phan trinh bay tinh
hinh chién su tung ngay tai mat tran Quang Tri mua He 1972, chung t6i da lugc trinh
mot sb cude hanh quan cia cac don vi thude Su doan Thity quan Luc chién (TQLC).
Nhu da trinh bay, sau khi Su doan 3 B binh va cac don vi tang phai rat khoi Quéang Tri
vao dau thang 5/1972, Lit doan 369 TQLC da lap ngay tuyén chan dich ¢ bo Nam song
My Chénh trong khi cho doi b Tu 1énh Quan doan 1 va b Tu Iénh Su doan TQLC tai
phéi tri luc lugng dé gitr khu vuc gan dia gi6i hai tinh Quang Tri-Thira Thién.

Ngay 4 thang 5/1972, tiép theo su bo nhiém trung tudéng Ngd Quang Trudng, nguyén
Tu Iénh Quan doan 4, gitt chirc Tu 1énh Quan doan 1 thay trung tuéng Hoang Xuan
Lam, Tong thong VNCH Nguyén Vin Thiéu da quyét dinh bo nhiém dai ta Bui Thé
Lan, lic d6 dang 1a Tu 1€nh pho Su doan TQLC, gilt chirc Tu 1énh dai don vi téng trur bi
nay thay thé trung tuéng Lé Nguyén Khang. Theo tai liéu cta trung tuéng Ngd Quang
Trudng, thi ban dau trung tudng Lé Nguyén Khang duoc dé nghi giit chire Tu 1énh
Quan doan 2 thay trung tuéng Ngd Du xin tir nhiém, thé nhung tuéng Khang da tir chdi,
sau d6, ong dugc bd nhiém lam Phy ta Hanh quan Tong tham muu trudng.

Dai ta Bui Thé Lan xuét than khoa 4 truong ST quan Trur bi Thu Buc, ban déng khoa voi
trung tudéng Ngb Quang Trudng va cac chudn tuéng Lé Quang Ludng (Tu 1énh Su doan
Nhay Du), Nguyén Van Diém (Tu 1énh Su doan 1 BB), H5 Trung Hau (nguyén Tu 1énh
Su doan 21 BB). Trude khi gitr chirc Tu 1énh pho rdi cudi cung 1a Tu 1énh TQLC, dai ta
Lan 14 tham muu truéng Thiy quan Lyc chién tir nhig nim dau cta thap nién 60 khi
binh chung nay con & cip Lit doan, ong dugc thang dai ta vao nam 1966. Sau khi dam
nhan chirc Tu 1énh TQLC dugc hon 3 tudn, ngdy 28-5-1972, ong di duoc Tong thong
Nguyén Vin Thiéu gin mot sao 1én cd 40 ngay tai ban doanh b6 Tu 1énh TQLC dat
trong Pai Noi Hué. Tan chuan tuéng Bui Thé Lan d tuyén htra vi Tong théng VNCH
1a 6ng va Su doan TQLC s& quyét tai chiém C6 Thanh trong tay quan thu. Sau gin 3
nam chi huy Su doan TQLC, éng duoc vinh thing thiéu tudng.
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Trd lai voi mat tran phia Nam tinh Quang Tri, ngay 4 thang 5/1972, trung tuéng Ngb
Quang Trudéng d3 hop véi tin Tu 1énh Su doan TQLC Bui Thé Lan dé duyét xét tinh
hinh. Trung tuéng Trudng da giao trach nhiém cho Su doan TQLC chiu trach nhiém
phong thi phia Nam Quang Tri va ving Bic Thira Thién. Sau day 14 mot s6 cudc hanh
quan cua TQLC tai khu vuc can duyén quan Hai Lang tinh Quang Tri trong thang 5 va
thuong tudn thang 6/1972. Phan nay dugc bién soan dua theo tai li¢u cua Trung tam
Quan sir Luc quan Hoa Ky, bai viét cta cyu trung ta Tran Van Hién, nguyén Truéng
phong 3 Su doan TQLC va tai liéu riéng cuia VB.

* Tudng Bui Thé Lan, Su doan TQLC va cudc cac do bd tan cong CQ

Ha tuén thang 5/ 1972, phong tuyen My Chanh da tr¢ nén s61 dong khi Cong quén tap
trung luc luong tin cong vao cac vi tri phong ngy cua cac Tiéu doan 3,8 va 9 TQLC, bd
chi huy Lir doan 369 TQLC va cac phao ddi cta Tiéu doan 3 Phao binh TQLC vao hai
ngay 21 va 22 thang 5/1972. Nhimng ngay ké tiép, Cong quan chuyén miii dui tdn cong
sang phia Tay-ving trach nhiém cta Lir doan 258 TQLC. Trong ba ngay lién, CQ dan
tran tan cong giita ban ngdy nhung d trod thanh muc tiéu cho Phao binh va Khong quan
Viét My tiéu diét bang hoa lyc hing hau.

Trong khi tran chién & phia Tay thudc khu vuc trach nhiém cta Lir doan 258 TQLC con
dang s61 dong, dé tao yéu td bt ngo nham triét ha luc luong ddi phuong ¢ hudéng Pong,
tudng Bui Thé Lan va bd Tu 1énh Su doan TQLC da mo tiép cudc hanh quéan tai khu
vuc duyén hai quan Hai Lang. Luc lugng chinh 1a 3 Tiéu doan 4,6,7 TQLC théng thudc
quyén diéu dong cua Lir doan 147 TQLC. Theo ké hoach, ngay 23 thang 5/1972, toan
bd Tiéu doan 7/TQLC da tir phong tuyen My Chanh di chuyén bang quan xa di vé phia
Nam dé dén bén Tau Tan My, cach Hué 5km duong chim bay vé hudng Déng, tur do
dugc ché hai van ra Ham doi 7 & ngoai khoi dé chuan bi cudc d6 bo bang dudng bién.
Theo phan nhiém, Tiéu doan nay s& phuy trach tuyén ven bién, trong khi d6 hai Tiéu
doan 4 va 6 TQLC dugc tryc thang van dd vao vung c6 dia danh chién st “Day phé
budn thiu”.

Pung 7 gid 30 ngay 24 thang 5/1972, cudc hanh quan khai dién. M& dau, cac phao doi
phao binh, hai phio va phi tudn khong quan chién thuat di oanh kich voi héa luc tbi da
vao cac muc tiéu tai cac bai do b, trong khi doan tau ché Tiéu doan 7 TQLC con cach
bo 3 cay sb. Cung thoi gian nay, hai Tiéu doan 4 va 6 TQLC va cac phi doan truc thing
Hoa Ky d3 sén sang tai bai boc chudn bi nhép tran sau d6. Dé don sach cac chudng ngai
vat va triét ha hoa lyc phong khong cua Cong quéan quanh cac khu vuc d6 quan cta
TQLC, theo sy diéu hudng cua Uy ban lién bd Tham muu Su doan TQLC va Ham doi 7
dt trén chién ham chi huy USS Blue Ridge, phi vu B-52 bay tdi trai nhitng tham lira
xudng céac bai dap, lic d6 doan tau d6 bd con cach bo chua dén 2 km.

Khi B-52 vira chdm dirt dot oanh tac, hai dot tau d6 bo, mdi dot 40 chiée cap bai db
Tleu doan 7 TQLC 1én cac béi a an dinh. Vira dat chan 1én bo, cac Cop Bién xung phong
tién chiém céac d01 cat cao, nhanh chong tAn cong cac muc tiéu. Cong quén bi tan cong
bt ngd nhung van ¢ bam giit cac cong su tac chién chinh dé cam chan tiéu doan 7
TQLC, kich chién da dién ra quanh céac ddi cat khi céac trung do1 TQLC tran lén tién
chiém céc cao dia. Vi 16i danh tde chién, hon 1 gio sau, Tiéu doan 7 TQLC da lam chu
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tl‘é{l dia, danh bat ,CQ’ra khéi viung ddi cat & phia Bong khu vuc hanh quan, ha sat tai
cho hon 50 CQ, bat song 10 tu binh.

Cung luc do, Tiéu doan 4 va 6 TQLC duogc truc thang van Xuéng khu vuc giao diém cua
hai huong 16 555 va 602, mot dia danh da di vao chién sir véi cai tén goi “Diy phd budn
thiu”. Tai day, trong thoi gian tir 1965 dén 1972 di xay nhiéu trin giao tranh ac liét gitta
luc luong VNCH, déng minh va cac dai don vi CSBV. Trudc thang 7 nam 1954, tai dia
danh chién sir nay da xay ra tran chién kéo dai hon 1 tuan 1& giita luc lwong Nhay Du
Phap va trung doan 95 Viét Minh (CSVN).

Tro lai v6i cude dd quan ngay 24 thang 5/1972, ngay khi vao ving hanh quan, TQLC da
dung d6 ngay véi 1 don vi cta trung doan 18 thudc su doan 325 CSBV, ma thanh phan
chu lyc da rat truge do. Do Cong quén da chiém gitr khu vyc nay hon mot thang nén da
t6 chirc duge hé théng phong su kién ¢b v6i cac cum giao thong hao lién hoa va cac
chét chan dit ¢ nhitng vi tri yét hau.

Dé triét ha duoc cac cum khang cu ctia dich quan, cac dai d6i Thiy quan Luc chién da
phai di chuyén va luu dong chién, rdi tin cong bat ngd theo mé thirc duong Pong kich
Tay. Dén ngay 30 thang 5/1972, Thuy quan Luc chién da lam cha nhiéu vi tri trong yéu
tai khu vuc giao diém néi trén. Cudc hanh quan Séng Than 6-72 cham dut ngay
31/5/1972 sau khi 3 Tiéu doan 4, 6 va 7 TQLC trd lai phong thu tuyén M§ Chénh.

* Cudc do bo ngay 6 thang 6

Trong chién st cua Su doan Thuy quan Lyc chién VNCH, ngay 6 thang 6/1972 da tr¢
thanh ngay lich st khi 4 Tiéu doan Thuy quén Luyc chién vuot song My Chanh dé mo
dau cho mot cudc hanh quan quy mo tai chiém Quang Tri.

Muc tiéu dau tién ctia ké hoach tai chiém Quang Tri do bo Tu 1énh Quéan doan 1 vach ra
1a cac lyc lugng VNCH phai kiém soat dugc khu vuc phia Bic song My Chanh cach bo
Nam séng My Chanh it nhat 1a 5 km. Dé thyuc hién giai doan nay, trung tuong Ngo
Quang Truong da giao trong trach cho Su doan Thuy quan Lyc chién lam luc lugng tién
phong. Khai trién ké hoach ciia Quan doan 1, chuan tuéng Bui Thé Lan da cho t6 chirc
cudc hanh quan vugt song My Chanh. Ngay 6 thang 6/1972, 4 Tiéu doan Thay quan
Luc chién d3 mé dau cudc hanh quan Séng Than 8-72 bang cudc vuot song My Chanh
dudi sy yém trg ciia Khong quan Viét My va phao binh.

Tir rang sang ngay 6 thang 6/1972, oanh tac co cua Khong quéan Viét My da doi bom
vao cac vi tri bac My Chanh ma Thuy quan Luc chién sé& tién danh, sau d6 Phao binh
VNCH d4 bén don dap vao cac khu vuc co dau hiéu 1a Cong quan dang tra dong. Sau
dot oanh tac cua Khong quan va dot phao don duong cua Phao binh VNCH, 4 Tleu
doan Thuy quén Luc chién ddng loat tién quan vuot song My Chanh. Qua khoi tuyén
xuat phat, cac don vi tién phong di dung do cac toan tién tiéu cia Cong quan.

Giao tranh dién ra quyet ligt. Cac dai doi Thuy quéan Luc chién di dau da tran 1én chiém
cac vi tri trong diém dé 1am du cau cho toan don vi tién 1én. Gan trua ngay 6/6/1972,
cudc tién quan cua Thuy quan Luc chién d3 gip su khang cu manh cua cac trung doan
Cong quan, nhat 1a canh quan tién theo truc huong 16 555 vé phia Pong ciia My Chanh,
thudc dia phan quan Hai Lang. Theo ké hoach, tién sau Thuy quan Luc chién 1a cac don
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vi Cong binh, cé nhiém vy thiét 1ap va stra chira cau céng, dé cac chién xa cua cac chi
doan Thiét giap tién 1én yém trg. Bén 18 gio chi€u ngay 6 thang 6/1972, cac canh quan
TQLC da chiém dugc cac muyc ti€u trong diém cua cudc hanh quan.

Vuong H6ng Anh

Nguon: http://www.hon-viet.co.uk/ VuongHongAnh_TuongBuiTheLanVaHanhQuan
TaiChiemCoThanhQuangTri.htm

Hinh Anh Pam Tang

Thiéu Twéng Bui Thé Lan
Tw Lénh TQLC
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Phi hanh doan tryc thing cua thiéu tuéng™
V- == IE:
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