My ""Ba Noi"'

Du duoc sinh ra va 16n 1én tai My, trong mot gia dinh dd v, Kate Nguyén
cling van giit dugc sy lién hé tbt dep gitta Ba, Mg va “Ba Noi”; nhung khong
thé nao Kate chinh phuc duoc tinh cam cua Thim — Me ké cua nang — nhat 1a
sau khi Tham sinh David. Mdi lan ghé tham Ba, Kate thuong thidy Thiam
nguyt, hay va noi:

-Oi gioi! Con giai méi ndi dong nbi ddi chur thir con gai “dai khong qua ngon
c6” sinh ra 1am déch gi ma sinh cho lim vao!

Khong thé nao Kate hiéu dugc, nhung thay nét mat ciia Ba khong vui — vi Ba
cling chi hiéu “lom bom” chir khong hidu ré nghia — va thai do kho ua cua
Tham, Kate nghi rang cdu noi ay chic chan phai c6 mot ¥ nghia nao d6. Nghe
Tham ci lap di 1ap lai cAu noi d6 mdi khi théy chi em cua Kate, Kate buc
minh, bao:

-Chi em t6i khong biét tiéng Viét. Néu Ba mudn chi em toi hiéu thi Ba nén noi
tiéng Anh; nguoc lai, néu Ba khong mudn chi em t6i hiéu Ba noi gi thi Ba
durng nén 1ap lai cau n6i d6 mdi khi chi em t6i dén tham Ba toi.

Tham néi tiéng Anh kiéu “Ha Loi™:

-You not know Vietnamese why you know what | say?

-Am thanh tram bong trong cdu néi ciia Ba khong thay doi cho nén t6i hiéu Ba
chi 1ap di 1ap lai mot cau do thoi.

-Ok. If you want me speak Enghish, then listen. Have boy better have girl;
because boy continue your father and grandfather; girl urinate not over grass...
Tham néi chua dut cau, Kate 6m dau:

-Ding lai! Lam on ding lai! Toi khong hiéu Ba néi gi ca.

Kate khong hiéu tron cau tiéng Anh ctia Tham; nhung Kate lai nhé: “...Have
boy better have girl...Girl urinate not over grass...” va Kate hoi “Ba Noi”; vi
Me cua Kate ciing khong thong subt tiéng Viét. Du khong thong subt tiéng
Viét, Ba Mg cua Kate cling van phat am dugc danh tir Ba Noi; riéng ba chi em
Kate thi khong thé phat 4am dung ma phai noi 1a “Ba Noi”.

Khi nghe Kate lap lai hai cau tiéng Anh dtt quang ma Tham di néi, “Ba Noi”
hiéu ngay. “Ba Noi” cudi, giai thich:

-Cau ndi d6 xua 1dm rdi, vao thoi dai cia Ba Co tro vé trude. Y niém trong
nam khinh nit khong phai bat dau tir Viét-Nam ma khai ngudn tir thdi quan
Tau d6 ho Viét-Nam. Con thay, ngay nhu dau thé ky 21 ndy ma quan Tau ciing
van duy tri ¥ twong lac hau d6. Bang cé 1a nhiéu gia dinh nguoi Tau — theo
chinh sach han ché sinh d¢ cua chinh pha Tau — khi sinh con gai dau long thi
vat di hodc tim cach giét chét dura bé gai dé 1an toi may ra sinh con trai.

Kate rung minh, 6m mat, vé s¢ hai. “Ba Noi” tiép:

- Ba Noi doc tin d6 trén bao Time chir khong phai Ba Noi ghét quan Tau roi
Ba Noi “bia” dau.

- Con tin “Ba Noi” ma.



- Trong mot xd hoi ma con nguoi co thé giét con va giét Cha Me thi xa hoi do
s& tao ra nhitng ngudi thiéu nhan tinh, thiéu dao dtrc. Va roi xa hoi do s& trd
thanh nhiéu nhuong va dan toc do sé tro nén ac ddc, tan bao va v cam.

- X4 hoi nao ma con lai giét Cha Mg, “Ba Noi”?

- Xa héi Tau Cong va xa hd1 Cong San Viét-Nam. Pau thap nién 50 cua thé ky
20, Cong San Vi¢t-Nam bit chudc Tau Cong thuc hién chinh sach dau to,
mang danh la Cai Cach Rudng DAt dé con tb Cha Me, vo to chéng, nguoi lam
t6 dién chu. Nhung, Kate a! Ba khuyén con, con chi can biét va thuong Ba cua
con va David la hai nguoi lién hé rudt thit véi con; con khong can dé y dén
Tham.

Kate im lang, nghi dén 1an dau tién Tham gap gia dinh, nghe “Ba Noi” goi Ba,
Tham va cic c¢6 cha bang tén hodc brfmg ‘con” va xung bang Mg, chtr khong
goi ai bang “may” xung “tao”, Tham rat ngac nhién, hét nhin nguoi nay roi
nhin ngudi kia. Nhung budn cu’m nhat 14 1an dau tién Kate thdy “Ba Noi” va
Tham c&i nhau. “Ba Noi” goi Thim béng “co”, xung “to1”, Tham giat minh,
kinh ngac nhin “Ba Noi”; vi Tham chi quen nghe Cha Me cta Thiam — ciing
nhu hau hét nguodi Bic “khong di cu” — goi Thim va anh chi em ctia Tham
bang “may” hodc “con kia, thang phai gié” va xung “tao”!

Du “Ba Noi” va Tham thuong bat hoa, Kate khong hiéu tai sao chua bao gio
“Ba Noi” than phién véi Kate hodc véi Me vé Tham. Kate nghi, c6 18 “Ba
Noi” hién, cho nén, sau khi ly di Ba, Me van t6i lui thim Viéng “Ba Noi”. Vira
nghi dén Me, Kate chot nhé lac sang Me dan, chiéu nay, sau khi roi trudng,
Kate ghé don “Ba Noi” dé toi “Ba Noi” s& di an sinh nhat voi Me va hai em
July, Debbie.

Vira voi vang roi bai ddu xe dugc mot khoang ngin, Kate nghe tiéng
goi: “Kate!” Quay lui, Kate thdy Jay Tran vira di vira chay vé phia nang. Kate
Cuoi:

-Em tudng em tré roi ma anh con tré hon nita. S& gip anh sau. Bay gid em phai
vao cho kip thi.

-Hom nay anh ciing phai thi. Anh s& don em chd minh thudong hen roi cung
dén phong an.

Ca hai di nhanh vé hai 16i khac nhau; vi Jay hoc Dy Bi Y Khoa, nam cudi,
trong khi Kate hoc nam thir hai nganh Tam Ly Hoc.

Sau khi thi xong, Jay vua di canh Kate vua ké — cung bang tleng Anh, vi Jay
biét Kate khong hiéu tiéng Viét — cho Kate nghe vé lan thyc tap dau tién, ngay
hém qua. Jay nhd bac si Ross cho Jay theo Ong dén bénh vién dé ching
nghiém nhimg cudc giai phau Thay mau Jay chiu khong duoc! Téi hom qua
Jay mat ngu. Jay chua biét nén tiép tuc theo dudi nganh Y Khoa hay nén doi
phan khoa. Kate béo:

- PBay 1a cudc doi ctia anh. Anh nén hoc nganh nao anh thich; vi chinh anh la
ngudi phai séng va chip nhin nhitng cai hay cai dd cua nganh nghé d6 chu
khong ai khéac.

- B6 Me ctia anh thi mong anh trg thanh bac si Y Khoa. B Me bao MD khong
bao gid bi that nghiép; MD lam nhiéu tién.



- Néu anh c6 nhiéu tién ma mdi ngay anh phai thuc hién nhiing diéu anh khong
thich thi cudc doi c6 con y nghia gi ddi voi anh hay khong? Anh ciing co thé
tr¢ thanh bac st ma khong phai “nhuing tay vao mau”.
-Kate! Khong ngd em nho tudi hon anh ma sy suy nghi ciia em chin chian hon
cd mot ngudi ting trai.
Hai ngudi vao cau lac bd. Trong khi Jay tim ban, Kate bao nang can phai di
rira tay. Sau khi ca hai 1dy thirc an dem dén ban, Kate niing nju:
- Anh biét gi hon?
- Biét gi, em?

- “My Ba Noi” ludn luon bét chi em cta em phai rira tay trudce khi an.
- That vay sao, ngay nhu by gio em da 1a mot ni sinh vién dai hoc?
- Vang. Du khong song voi “Ba Noi”, dén bira an em ciing tuong nhu em nghe
“Ba Noi” nhéc rtra tay.
- Nghe c6 vé nhu em rat gan gii va than thiét véi ¢ ‘your Ba Noi™.
- Di nhién. Vi em ¢6 thé néi v6i “Ba Noi” bét cir diéu gi em thich ciling nhu chi
em cua em ¢O the ca hat, nhay mua, choi nhac trén deck, noi san sau, hang gio,
“Ba Noi” van ngdi nghe mot cach thich thu.
- Tai sao em khong goi “your Ba Noi” 1a Ba (Grandma) cho dé ma lai goi 1a
“Ba Noi”?
- “My Ba Noi” thich dugc goi nhu vay; vi danh tir “Ba Noi” chi ¢6 trong tiéng
Viét dé phan biét gilta nguoi Me ctiia Cha va ngudi Me ctia Me chir khong thé
dich sang ngon ngtr khac.
Jay gat gu. Kate nhac:
-Anh an di kéo nguoi.
Vira cam chiéc hamburger 1én, Jay voi vang dé xudng:
-Anh phai di rira tay.
C4 hai cung cuoi. Khi tro lai ban, Jay béo :
-Anh phai tap rua tay cho quen, nhd anh di an v6i gia dinh em, c6 “your Ba
Noi” ma anh quén rira tay thi ket lam.
- Néu anh mudn, anh c6 thé gap “my Ba Noi” chiéu nay.
- That khong? Bang cach nao?
- Cho em mot phut. Em dién thoai cho Me¢ em.
Jay r0i ban, gia vo di 1y khin gidy dé Kate khoi e dé khi noi chuyén véi Me.
Thay Kate cat dién thoai, Jay trd lai. Kate tuoi cudi:
- Hom nay la sinh nhat cia “my Ba Noi”. Ti nay Me va ba chi em cua em s&
di an véi “Ba Noi”. Anh mudn cung di khong?
- Di nhién 1a anh mudn tham du véi gia dinh em. Nhung, khoang, dé anh nghi
xem anh nén tim mén qua gi tang “your Ba Noi”.
- Thoi, Me va chi em ciia em c6 qua tang “Ba Noi” rOi.
- Chic moén qua d6 dic biét lim, phai khong?
- Me va em d3 nhd ngudi dem hoa dén ting “Ba Noi” rdi. Debbie va July tu
lam qua cho “Ba Noi”.
- Wow! Em ¢6 thé cho anh biét qua vé hai mén qua dic biét d6 khong?
- Bé Debbie v& hinh chiéc xe hoi, bén trong 1a ba c6 bé va ba lai xe deo kinh
can, r0i Debbie viét: “Happy Birthday to Ba Noi”
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-'Y nghia vé cung. Con mon qua July lam cho “your Ba Noi” nhu thé nao?
- July mua mdt dia trang bang st va viét chung quanh dia nhu thé nay: “My Ba
Noi always says wash your hands before you eat!”
- Tuyét qua!
- Em 1a chau ndi dau tién cia “my Ba Noi” cho nén em dugc “Ba Noi” cung
lam.
Jay mudn ndi “Em ciing |a thiéu nit dau tién 1am tim anh xao xuyén. Anh ciing
cung em ldm” nhung khong dam néi, vi chua thuén tién.

*khkkkik
Sau khi “Ba Noi” cai gidy an toan, Kate cho biét nang phai ghé nha Ba
lay iPat Debbie bo quén. “Ba Noi” dap “Okay”, nhung vi biét rang s& thay
mat Tham, bao nhiéu budn tii trong 1ong “Ba Noi” bdng dang trao!
Niém budn tii cta “Ba Noi” ¢6 1& do sy hbi han 4m i trong long “Ba Noi”; vi
“Ba Noi” ctr ¢d thuyét phuc Ba nén thanh hén véi nguoi Viét-Nam. Sau cudc
hén nhan d6 vo gitra Me va Ba, “Ba Noi” ciing van khong chap nhan duoc moi
tinh ctia Ba v6i ¢6 gai My, toc vang, mat xanh.
Khi Ba quen véi Thém, théy Thim x4u qua: Tran vO, rang ho, mi¢ng vau, chan
di hai hang — nhung khi c6 mat nguoi khac Tham lai bat chuéc cach di cia
ngudi miu “liéng cai moéng” bén nay, “hat cai moéng” bén kia theo mdi budc
chan — “Ba Noi” hoi budn; vi Ba cao 16n, tot nghiép dai hoc trong khi Thim so
ra khong bang nhiing ngudi gitip viéc cho gia dinh cuia “Ba Noi” & Saigon
ngay xua! Nhung “Ba Noi” lai nghi, biét dau bé ngoai ctia Thim x4u nhung
tam hon ctia Tham trong sang, biét yéu thuong chim soc cho Ba. Thém nita,
Tham khoe v&i “Ba Noi” 1a Tham di t6t nghiép dai hoc bén Viét-Nam cho nén
“Ba Noi” nghi, mot nguoi ¢6 trinh do dai hoc thi it ra tu cach cling khong dén
ndi nao.
“Ba Noi” — ciing nhu da sb nguoi Viét di tan — khong ngo rang, cho dén bay
gio, nhiéu gia dinh nghéo, co chdng, con hodc than nhan da “sinh Bic tir Nam”
van con 6m trong 1ong moi cam thii nguodi mién Nam. Ly do nhimg nguoi nay
con nudi long cam thu vi: Sau khi “giai phong mién Nam?”, ho thay tung doan
xe chd nhing vat dung rat “hién dai” clia ngudi mién Nam vé Ha Noi roi
nhimg nhan vat cé quyén thé trong Pang chia chat nhau chir ngudi nghéo
khong dugc huodng. Khong dugc chia x¢é cua cai, nhung, thay nhu’ng do6 vat
“hi¢n dai” cua nguoi mién Nam, nguoi ngheo mién Bac biét ngu:0’1 mién Nam
giau c6 hon ho. Roi, sau d6 mot thoi gian, ngudi nghéo mién Bac lai thay
nguodi du lich tir nude ngoai vé Ha-Noi, an dién banh bao. Va ca nudc Viét-
Nam déu hay tin sy thanh cong ngoai stc tuong tugng cua con chau “Nguy
quan, Nguy quyén” tai ngoai qudc.
Mot 1y do khac nita 1a vin dé van hoa. Nhing nguoi Me, nguoi chi it hoc va
nghéo doi, khi ho ru con, ru em, ho khong biét nhiing cau ca dao, dong dao
Viét-Nam dam tinh nguoi ma ho chi biét bai qudc ca nang mui sic mau “thé
phan thay udng mau quan thi” va nhitng cau tho cua T6 Hiru: “Giét, giét nira,
ban tay khong phat nghi,
Cho rudng dong mau tot, thué mau xong; Cho ddng bén au, cung rdp budc
chung 10ng. Tho Mao chii tich, tho Stalin...bat diét” Hodc khi ndi chuyén voéi
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con, v6i em, ho chi cho nhiimg nguoi Viét tu ngoai quoc vé du lich va bao cho
con em biét: “Pdy, mdy mwoi nam chién tranh, B may, chi bac may va con
chau cua gia dinh minh chét trén Truong Son hodc trong nhitng cuoc dung do
véi quan mién Nam, minh & ngoai ndy nghéo déi, bi tau bay B-52 rdi bom; con
chiing nd ¢ trong Nam ‘ngoi mat an bét ving! 'Bdy gid, chong, Cha, con chau
minh chét cda dé thong nhat dat nurde thi ching no chay sang My, con céi cua
ching an hoc thanh tai, nay chang tro ve, ciing van quan la ao luwot. Minh
trong nhw ‘osin’ cua chung!” Chinh hinh anh va 161 n6éi do Mg hoac chi cua
dtra bé so sanh da hun duc long thu han trong 1ong thé hé tré ¢ Bic Viét! Long
tht han ngudi mién Nam cdng véi su tranh gianh quyét 1iét dé ton tai trong
modt xa hoi ngheo doi, co han cia Cong San Vi¢t-Nam khién thé hé tré khong
hé nghi dén dao durc!

Thu han ctr git trong long, nhu‘ng khi gap nguoi mién Nam thi nhiing ngudi
Bic van ludn ludn toratu té “anh em ca” ; giong y luan diéu cua “Bo Do1 Cu
Ho6” khi ho lira may 6ng Thuy Quan Luc Chién tai bo Song Thach Héan vao
hém ngung chién, ngay 27 thang 01 nam 1973, dé may ong Thuy Quan Lyc
Chién cho ho thudc hut va thirc an. Sau khi an, hut xong, bat thinh linh may
ong “Bo PBoi Cy H6” dung dao dam mdy ong Thiy Quan Luc Chién chét! Va
Cong San Viét-Nam, sau thang Tu 75, Itra Quan, Céan, Chinh mién Nam: Chi
dem theo tién an cho muoi ngay, rdi Cong San Viét-Nam nhot tat ca vao trai ti
sudt bao nhiéu nam dai!

Ban chét lira déi, gian xao, hon hao, 140 khoét va long 4m tham thu hén cla
nhitng nguoi tré 16n 1€n trong xa hoi Cong San Viét-Nam chi cang ngay cang
t¢ chir khong thé thay doi duoc. Khi ngudi Bic vao tham hay sinh song tai
mién Nam hodc thanh hon voi nguoi Viét ¢ ngoai qudc, ho cling mang theo
ban chat phi nhan nghia cta ho. Vi vy, khi Thiam theo Ba thi “Ba Noi” da vé
huu. “Ba Noi” lai it noi, khong khoe khoang. Thay “Ba Noi” gia, khong trang
diém, chi biét lo viéc nha va lam vuon, Tham xem thuong sy hiéu biét ctia “Ba
Noi”, cho nén, hé c¢6 co hoi 1a Tham khoe mot cach “vo tdi va”. “Ba Noi” chi
im lang, cudi cuoi.

Hom Tham sang thiam, “Ba Noi” dang do may man cira. “Ba Noi” nhd Tham
v& ho 1én vai mot goc 45 do trong khi “Ba Noi” 1én lau lay kinh can. Tham
lang ting mai, cudi cung Tham danh phai hoi “Ba Noi”, goc 45 d6 1a goc nhu
thé nao? Mot nguoi tbt nghi¢p dai hoc ma khong biét gbc 45 d6? “Ba Noi” hoi,
lac hoc 16p 12 Tham c6 hoc Toan khong? Tham diém nhién dap Thim toan
dimg hang nhét vé mon Toan. Ba Noi hoi tiép, Tham c6 hoc Pao Ham va Hinh
Hoc Khong Gian hay khong? Thim bao hoc Toan chir ¢6 phai hoc 1am ring
dau ma hoc vé ham vé loi (nudu ring), ciing dau phai “bay 1én gioi” ddu ma
hoc vé khong gian? “Ba Noi” cudi khay, lic dau, bo di chd khac.

Tham hiéu ¥ nghia nu cudi khiy ctia “Ba Noi” cho nén, mot 1an khac, Tham
cd tinh muon “Ba Noi” phai tin rang Tham da tot nghi¢p dai hoc Bach Khoa
Ha-No6i. Tham bao Bo6 cua thang “Pay-vit” (David — lac nao Tham cling bo

-5-



dau ning hodc dau huyén khi phai noi vai tiéng Anh) chi c6 bang com-pl-to
xéi-an (Computer Science); ma bang com-pU-td xai-an thi ai ma cha lay duoc!
Con bang ctia Tham thi ca nudc My chi ¢ vai nguoi ¢ thoi. Tham con noi
Tham da ghi danh hoc tién si nhung ong chong trude cua Thim khong cho.
“Ba Noi” hoi ly do? Tham bao vi ong chong truée cua Thiam sg Tham di hoc
thi may ong gido su dal hoc s¢ “de” Tham du Thim bo chdng bo con! “Ba
Noi” cudi “ntra miéng”, hoi Thiam bang cap nhu vdy tai sao khong di lam ma
ctr & nha? Thiam bao rang ong chong trude cua Tham chét dé tién lai me con
ctiia Tham tiéu khong hét ma toi gi di lam!

Nguoi chong trude cua Tham 1a Viét kidu gia, sau khi nghi huu chi biét co
bac, bi vo ly di. Dé tra thu nguoi vo, ong Viét kidu vé Viét-Nam tim vo tré.
Nhung c& tudi ctia 6ng khong thé kiém dugc ¢6 nao vira tré vira dep hoic dé
coi cho nén khi duoc gidi thiéu v6i Tham — chi bang tudi nguoi con Ut clia ong
— ong chiu lién. Riéng Tham, tuy x4u nhung trude do Tham va Hién, nguoi
cung lang va cung lam hang dét voi Tham, yéu nhau. Tham hy vong Tham s&
cung Hién xay dung gia dinh. Nhung, Tham tu nhi, néu Thim gip dugc tén
Viét kleu nao it gia mot ty thi Tham clng s€ “da dit” Hién dé lay Viét kiéu cho
suéng tdm than. Bat ngd Tham thay “tit kinh”. Tham cho Hién biét “tin
budn”. Hién bao dung lo, nhung tir hom dé Hién trén mat. Vi 1y do mang “bau
tam su” khong c6 chu, khi duoc gidi thiéu véi ong Viét kiéu gia, Tham danh
nhan 16i va Tham da “cho” 6ng Viét kiéu gia ngay hom dau tién khi hai nguoi
di choi v6i nhau.

Khi hay tin Tham c6 thai, ng Viét kiéu gia rat hanh dién, gip ba con, ban hitu
ong déu khoe 1a “stng” cua ong con t6t, “ban” dau trang do! Va, nhu hau hét
may cb gai bén Viét-Nam 14y chong Viét kiéu, Tham budc ong Viét kidu gia
mua bao hiém nhén tho! Sau mét thoi gian, nhan ra Tham khong nhiing xau
nguoi ma con hon, luoi, noi 1ao, 6 do, tham vit, khong chiu di lam, khong chiu
nau an va thuong nguyén ria ong mdi khi bat hoa, ong Viét kiéu gia xin ba vo
cho ong tr¢ vé. Ba vg khong dong y Ong Viét kiéu gia trién mién song trong
budn phién, sinh ra nghién ruQu. Cubi cung ong chét trong mot tai nan vi 1ai xe
khi say ruou! Thim lanh tién bao hiém nhan tho, mot trim ngan My kim;
nhung khong bao gio Tham chiu chi ra bat cir khoang tién nao trong nhiing chi
phi giita Ba, Tham, David va dta con riéng ctia Tham.

Vi thuong David, thinh thoang “Ba Noi” ghé thim David hoic bao Thim dem
David sang thaim “Ba Noi”. Nhitng 1an Thim dua hai dta bé sang nha “Ba
Noi” choi, cho nhiing luc “Ba Noi” ban dién thoai trén lau hodc “Ba Noi” ra
san tat nudc hodc vao nha tdm 1a Thim lay cép ngay nhing vat Tham thich rdi
cho vao xdc dung ta ctia David. Nha “Ba Noi” trung bay rat nhiéu ky vat, kho
nhan biét ngay vt ndo con vt nao mat. Tuy vy, doi khi “Ba Noi” ciing phat
hién méy ky vat bi méat ma “Ba Noi” tim khong ra.



Mot hom “Ba Noi” ghé tham David ma khong dién thoai trude. Bat ngd “Ba
Noi” théy tai nha Ba mot ky vat “Ba Noi” mua tir Ai-Cép. “Ba Noi” cat van.
Tham bao Tham khong biét, chi thdy Ba dem vé. “Ba Noi” xéc quyét Céc con
ctia “Ba Noi” — ngay tu bé — khong bao gio lay bat ctr vat gi ctia ai ma khong
xin phép. Ket qua, Tham giai thich rang 6ng chong trudc ctia Thim dua Thim
di choi khip thé gidi chir ké gi Ai-Cap. “Ba Noi” gian qué, hoi, Tham di Ai-
Cap vay thi may bay dap xubng phi trudng nao, thanh phd ndo cua Ai-
Cap? Thém biét bi 10, voi dung thu doan ha cép, 16n tiéng bdo, nha nay la ctua
\%} chéng Thém, Thim da tir té dé cho “Ba Noi” tham chau ma “Ba Noi” con
khong biét diéu! Nguoi an ¢ nhu thé s& bi Chua trimg phat! Tir nay mubn dén
nha Thim, “Ba Noi” phai di¢n thoai trudec.

Do la ly do khi Kate dung chiéc SUV, budc xudng, “Ba Noi” van ngdi yén
trén xe, dang ngan ngai. Kate duc:

-bi vo, “Ba Noi”.
-Thoi, con vo di, gi6 nay Ba con chua vé .

Y “Ba Noi” muon ndi rang néu cd Ba & nha thi “Ba Noi” s€ vao; vi “Ba Noi”
biét c6 sy hién dién cia Ba thi Tham s€ khong dam nguyén rua “Ba Noi”. Kate
nhac:

-“Ba Noi” nh¢ “Ba Noi” n61 vdi con nhu thé nao khong?
-Ba N1 ndi sao, con?

-“Ba Noi” bao chi nghi dén Ba va bé David thoi; dimg thém dé y dén Tham.
“Ba Noi” nhd khong? Thém nira, con da dién thoai cho Ba con biét rang con s€
gh¢ lay iPat.

“Ba Noi1” m¢ ctra xe, tu tir budc xuong.

Mot tay mé cura, mot tay 6m dién thoai, Tham vira n6i vira cudi hé hd nhu dan
ong:

-U, t& van séng cudc doi chan phéo chir ¢6 khac gi dau. Hoi con ¢ Viét-Nam
c6 miy thang du hoc Nga hodc Trung qudc vé, theo dudi té qua troi ma té Cl’I
khat dé lo cho Me gia; vi BS cua t& chét trong thoi ky “danh My kiu nuéc”
Khoéng ngo gap thang cha Viét kiéu hin deo t¢ nhu dia, t& ma khong lay han
han nhay xudng song Hong tur tir. Sau nay gip bd cua thing Pay-vit nay ciing
thé. T4 thay hin deo dudi té hoai, toi nghiép, t& chap nhan lam ban thoéi, dung
dé c6 con. Thé ma hian mudn c6 con dé cot té. Ket thang Pay-vit chir khong co
thang Pay-vit 12 t& bo hin tir doi ndo roi. TG ma thoat ra thi khdi thang quy
dudi chan té ddy...ha...ha...



“Ba Noi” gian run nguoi, mudn bé David dé dan con gian nhung David khong
cho, khoc ré Ién! Tham phai cat ngang cudc dién dam. “Ba Noi” hoéi

- Co noi con to1 khong ra gi hét, vay thi cd song véi con to1 dé€ lam gi? Co nhin
lai ban than c6 xem c6 xung voi 101 1do khoét cuia ¢c6 dugc bao nhiéu phan
tram? Lam on bo con trai cua t61 di. T61 van xin ¢6 do.

-T61 bo con ba may lan dz6i ma lan nao han cling nan ni t61 dung di. To6i1 chi vi
thang Pay-vit chir ba tudng t61 can con ba lam hay sao?

Su thét thi Ba, sau khi nhan thic duge sy nham 13n ciia minh va ban chét hung
dir, 140 khoét, tham vat, hon hao, keo kiét, & do, luoi biéng cua Tham, da bo
Tham nhiéu 1an; 14n nao Tham ciing nan ni xin & lai. Khi nao nin ni Ba khong
duoc Thiam gia vo dap dau vao tuong tu tir. Lan méi ddy Tham doa s& 6m
David nhay ciu xa 16!

-T61 biét cd hay, co6 gidi, cd khdng can con t61; vay thi ¢ hay di di.

-Ba ¢co quyén gi ma dudi t6i? 01 gidi! Nguoi nhu thé thi Chta vin hong, Phat
bé co, Troi tru dat diét chir dé song 1am gi!

-T6i lam gi ma c6 nguyén raa t6i?

-Ba 1a Me chong ma toi sinh dé ba co giup, ¢6 nudi toi 1an nao, ngay nao
khong? Tbi sinh cho Ba thang chau nbi dong nbi ddi ma ba co tim cho no lan
nao khong ma bay gio ba dudi me con t6i? Ac vira thoi nha! Nguoi 4c thé ma
Troi cao dat day con dé cho séng! Oi gioi 6i 1a gioi!

-Trén xt My nay ca tri€u tri€u phu nit sinh con chtr khong phai mot minh co.
Ho sinh tai nha thuong roi vé nha tu lo léy, vai tuan rdi guri con cho “daycare”
dé di lam. C6 khong di lam, c6 khong nau an, co chi thich an tiém, vy c6 bao
t61 gip co cai gi? Con tdi sinh ra t61 khong phai tam cho con tdi, bay gi0 ¢0 an
& khong 16i co bao t6i tim cho con ciia ¢6 a? Co bao toi khong gitp o, vay
nhimg khi ¢6 qua nha toi choi, thiy toi quét nha hodc dem rac ra, c6 bao gid co
ngo 101 gitp t61 chua?

- Pay! Pay! Me ma khong tim cho con thi dung 1a thtr “ngdi mét an bat vang”.
Ho61 xua ba nhu thé ma bay gio dén phién to61 khong di 1am thi ba hach xach.

- T6i khong hach xach co. T6i chi cho ¢d biét 1 trude khi c6 mudn ngudi ta
giap c¢6 thi ¢6 hay gitip nguoi ta trudc.

-T61 khong phai 1a “osin” cua ba.



-A ha! Co khong phai 1a “osin” cua t6i; cd nghi téi 1a “osin” cua cd, ha?
Ha...ha.. .ha...

Tinh “Ba Noi” van vay! Khi ndi dau qua to 16n “Ba Noi” tr& nén khoi hai mot
cach dang cay va “Ba Noi” phat ngén bang tiéng Anh!

-You said you are not an osin? But...(“Ba Noi” lic lic d6i vai roi hat theo nhip
diéu va am hudng cua ca khiic You’re The Devil in Disguise do Elvis Presley
trinh bay) “You look like an osin, talk like an osin, act like an osin. But | got
wise. You 're the devil in disguise... (1)

Giira khi Tham chwa biét phan Gmg nhu thé nao thi Kate voi dua “Ba Noi” ra
cua.

*kkkhkkkikk

Nhin nét mét budn rudi rugi cua “Ba Noi”, Kate noi:

-Con xin 16i “Ba Noi”. Pang ra con nén nghe 15i Ba dé Ba cho trong xe thi di
khong c6 chuyén dang tiéc.

-Khéng phai 16i ctia con.

“Ba No1” guong cuoi cho Kate yén long.

Trong khi Kate 1ai xe, “Ba Noi” tu héi lam thé nao ma Ba c6 thé quen vo1 mot
ngudi nhu Tham dé dua dén mot cude tinh? “Ba Noi” khong biét duoc rang
Ba, ciing nhu nhitng nguoi Viét mién Nam va nguoi My chinh gbc, déu co
long thuong nguoi, tin nguoi va thuong tré em. Vi hiéu nhu vay, viao mot
chiéu Pong, xe hu, Tham cd tinh bé dwa con dung canh xe dé mong nguoi ta
thdy tré con thi nguoi ta gitp d& nhanh hon. Ba dung lai giup. Vay l1a Thim
khong bao gio bo 15 co hoi dé dua dia bé ra goi 10ng thuong hai cia Ba.

Xe vao bii dau ctia nha hang Olive Garden. Dién thoai cam tay “rung”. Kate
nhin vao théy méy dong Me nhén. T4t dién thoai, Kate vira cho xe vao chd dau
vira noi:

-Me va hai em ctia con dang lay ban trong nha hang.

Kate vira md cira xe bude ra thi thdy xe ciia Jay vira ddu sat xe nang. Ca hai
cung cuoi, chao nhau, trude anh mét td mo cua “Ba Noi”. Jay budc dén chao
“Ba Noi”. Kate gidi thiéu:

-“Ba Noi”! Bay la Jay, ban cta con va day la “my Ba Noi”.

-Con rat han hanh duoc gap Ba. Mung Sinh Nhat Ba.

“Ba Noi” cam on Jay roi kin ddo nhin Kate. Hiéu y nghia anh mat cta “Ba
Noi”, Kate voi bao Jay:

-Jay vao di. Me va hai em cuia em dang trong d6. Em phai gitp “my Ba Noi”
mot ty.

Jay di r0i, Kate nhin “Ba Noi”, cudi cudi:

-Ban trai cuia con do, “Ba Noi1”.

-Cai gi? Con c¢0 ban trai?

- “Ba Noi”! C6 phai “Ba Noi’ thudng bao rang con 1a dira chau xinh dep va
hoc gioi cua “Ba Noi” hay khong?



- Di nhién! Vi d6 la su that.

Kate tré moi nhu lam niing;:

-Mdt c6 gai xinh dep, hoc gidi nhu con ma khong thé c6 duoc nguoi ban trai
sao, “Ba Noi”?

Xuc dong dac dao trude ciu noi ddy thong minh cua ¢ chau cung, “Ba Noi”
cuoi nhu méu “Oh!” Kate dang d6i tay to ¥ mudn hug “Ba Noi”. “Ba Noi”
cling dang tay. Kate tir tir 6m vai “Ba Noi” roi noi:

-1 love you, “Ba Noi”.

-1 love you too!

Kate nghich, vira cudi vira néi vira bude lui vira lic vai:

-Ha...ha...ha...I love you three...I love you four...I love you five...

Biét Kate mu6n nghich nhu nhiing lic Ba chau vui dua khi Kate con bé, “Ba
Noi” gid vo bam moi, dam chan, “ruot” theo:

-I’m going to get you!

Tiéng cuoi ctia Kate vang vang trong timg con gi6 lanh ctia mot chiéu Péng.. .

(1) Nguyén tac loi ca cua Elvis Presley: “You look like an angel, walk like an
angel, talk like an angel. But | got wise. You re the devil in disguise...”

Piép My Linh
https://www.diepmylinh.com/

www.viethamvanhien.org

www. vistnamvanhien.info

%, VIET NAM VAN HIEN

TU SACH VAN HIEN VOl HON 6600 TAC PHAM

-10-


https://www.diepmylinh.com/
http://www.vietnamvanhien.org/
http://www.vietnamvanhien.info/

